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Text B

The Young Lewisham Project

The beginnings

In 1974, some young people in Lewisham (London) were in trouble with the police. They were 
stealing motorbikes because they were bored and had nothing to do. It was then that one 
of the local residents read about a course where young people learnt to repair motorbikes. 
Together, the local residents of Lewisham made one of their garages into a small workshop 
and encouraged local youths to come and learn the basics of motorbike mechanics. The 
Young Lewisham Project was born.

The here and now

The Young Lewisham Project offers a wide range of vocational programmes to young people 
who are not doing well at school.

Programmes take place each weekend at the project site. These include furniture-mending, 
art and gardening, as well as motorbike and bicycle maintenance. Up to 150 young people 
participate each year and can even take part in the planning process. Trips into the 
community also take place during the year.

When participants complete the Young Lewisham Project, they are encouraged to continue 
with other educational courses or work placements. Several of the participants have now 
been offered paid employment by the Young Lewisham Project itself.

Thanks to the Young Lewisham Project, young people learn to be active citizens. They have 
a feeling of well-being, take self-responsibility, develop their communication skills, and learn 
about the local community. In addition, they develop friendships with people on the course.
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Text C

Teen inventor’s tips to make you creative
When Ann Makosinski was growing up in Canada, she 
didn’t play video games and seldom watched television 
– only half an hour on weekends when her schoolwork 
was done. Instead, she listened to 19th century opera and 
classical Indian music, learned piano and violin, watched 
silent films at home and played with electronic gadgets.

Now 19 years old, Makosinski has won several major 
prizes for her inventions. These include a flashlight that 
works with the heat of the human hand and a coffee cup 
that uses heat to charge a phone.

Our news reporter talked with her to get some advice about how to be creative from an early 
age and how to turn a good idea into an invention. Here are some of her tips.

[ – 28 – ]
Unlike most of her friends, Makosinski did not have a cellphone at high school. She says she 
concentrated better on her studies without it. She suggests that creative people who want more 
time to invent go on a technology-free diet for a week or two. “In this way, they will have more 
spare time.”

[ – 29 – ]
Makosinski chose to study English literature at university. She explains that it is important to 
develop an interest in both art and science. “If you make something but the invention does not 
look good to the customer, nobody is going to buy it.”

[ – 30 – ]
According to Makosinski, one of the hardest parts of creating something is not giving up even 
when the task is difficult and you are not good at it.

[ – 31 – ]
Makosinski believes that you must concentrate on a project. “You should not listen to loud music 
or go to social get-togethers.”

[ – 32 – ]
Makosinski says that when you start to create something you must not think about the goal 
or the dream but instead, accept you might not be successful. “The first time you try to make 
something, it probably won’t work but you learn more when you fix a mistake than when you get 
it right immediately.”
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